Standards for Florida 4-H 

Curricula Choices and Development

Reviewers: Evaluate each criteriion by rating the sub-elements of each and providing your overall assessment. Type your comments/suggestions/concerns regarding the achievement of each criterion in areas provided.
Scale for peer evaluation:

4= unquestionably meets criteria

3= meets criteria to satisfactory level

2= does not meet criteria

1= clearly does not address criteria

	Curriculum Standards
	Review and Rating System

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	*1.  Experiential Learning model is employed*
	
	
	
	

	The instructional approach of the material is experiential—using a three to five step experiential model, depending on the age of the youth and complexity of the subject-matter.

	Step 1: Learn by doing:

Concrete experiences are provided to actively engage young people in learning, including:
	
	
	
	

	REVIEW TIPS:
· Are there opportunities for youth to set goals for themselves?
· Are there opportunities for youth to make decisions by selecting activities of their choice?
· Are activities or experiences age appropriate for targeted delivery system and educational settings?
· Do chosen experiences provide for varied types of learning styles, intensity levels, materials and resources and adult support?
· Do chosen activities support identified life skill and subject matter outcomes? 

·  Are subject matter outcomes consistent with chosen experiences, i.e. does the experience provide a means to meet the outcome? 

	Steps 2-3: Reflecting--Sharing and Processing

Experiences guide youth through sharing and reflecting on their experiences to gain new knowledge, skills or practices.
	
	
	
	

	REVIEW TIPS:

· Are the youth guided through sharing or talking about what happened in the experience?
· Is there opportunity to identify/reflect any problems and issues?
· Are the youth guided to connect life skills for work/family life from their project experiences?

	Step 4-5: Generalizing and Applying

Guide youth from reflection to application of knowledge and skills to life, including:
	
	
	
	

	REVIEW TIPS:

· Are youth guided to discover general trends and common truths/principles from this experience to think about in the future?
· Are youth provided opportunities to apply skills and knowledge to expand their experience?
· Do processes guide youth to connect experiences to future real world life skill applications?

	Support for volunteers to apply the experiential learning model as appropriate to the delivery method.
	
	
	
	

	REVIEW TIPS:

· Is there adequate background support for the project leader or helper to guide youth successfully through the chosen experiences?
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	*2.  Life Skill Outcomes Are Clearly Articulated*
	
	
	
	

	Youth development life skills are the ultimate outcome for 4-H Subject Matter Projects.  Chosen learning experiences should support the targeted identified life skill outcomes of the project. 

	REVIEW TIPS:

Is the targeted life skill set:

· Clearly identified?

· Consistent with the chosen experiences?

· Appropriate for the age and skill level of the targeted learners?

· Feasible to apply in a meaningful way congruent with the subject content being addressed?

	*3.  Developmental Age Appropriateness*
	
	
	
	

	Materials should be designed to engage participants at their developmentally appropriate age level and be congruent with Florida 4-H Age Divisions:  Cloverbuds 5-7; Juniors 8-10, Intermediates 11-13; and Seniors 14-18.

	REVIEW TIPS:

Reading Level:

Do words reflect the appropriate degree of difficulty or simplicity suitable for the target audience and subject matter?
Comprehensibility:

   Can the participant easily understand the content because of clarity, tone, or style or organization?
Age or Development Level:

Is it appropriate to how individuals grow and develop by stages: physically, socially, emotionally, or cognitively 
Learning and Cognitive Ability Subject Matter Outcomes
· Is the subject matter content appropriate for the age and skill level of the targeted learners?

· Is the subject matter outcome(s) feasible to acquire in meaningful way congruent with the targeted life skill experience and delivery system??



	*4.  Curriculum is Research-based and University Supported*
	
	
	
	

	Research-based, Accurate Subject Content:
	
	
	
	

	Is there accurate use of terms and concepts?
	
	
	
	

	Does material include appropriate concepts for subject?
	
	
	
	

	REVIEW TIPS:

· Uses most appropriate research of youth development teaching-learning processes?

· Appropriate Use of UF/4-H logos and banding is used?

· Follows copyright and professional ethics guidelines.

	Delivery:
	
	
	
	

	REVIEW TIPS:

· Is the delivery format consistent with age level and Florida guidelines, i.e. 5-7 year olds – use of group learning no individual independent learning manuals?

· Is the delivery format compatible and congruent with the targeted delivery systems, i.e. independent learning projects or leader-directed group projects?

· If school based delivery, is Florida Sunshine State Standards appropriately identified and congruent with experiences?

	Appeals to a Diverse Audience
	
	
	
	

	REVIEW TIPS:

· Choices of written or visual illustrations used reflect diversity of: genders, races, ethnicities and cultures economic backgrounds, and ability levels.

· Stereotypes are avoided in examples, illustrations or activities.
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	Involves Volunteers and Youth as Partners
	
	
	
	

	REVIEW TIPS:

· Are opportunities evident of involving volunteers and youth as partners in focusing and planning, implementing and evaluating the development process of materials?

· Does the project support the goals of youth-adult partnerships, where appropriate, through interactive youth-adult engagement in the experiential learning process?

· Provides guidance for leader/teacher intervention in the learning process with youth. [i.e. provides leader/helper guide for all independent project manuals?]

	Products Delivered in a Non-Formal, Fun and Engaging Approach appropriate to age and delivery system?
	
	
	
	

	REVIEW TIPS

· Does the material use a fun, age appropriate theme?
· Does the delivery system and experientially based activities fit the product’s theme?
· To what extent do activities challenge learners to experience new sights, sounds, thoughts, smells, tastes, [knowledge, skills, attitudes, behaviors] etc.
· Are learners expected to actively discover new knowledge [knowledge, skills, attitudes, behaviors] through hands-on experiences?
· Is the material user friendly for the intended delivery system identified for the curriculum?

	Material is Appropriately Pilot Tested 
	
	
	
	

	Is there evidence that the product(s) was pilot tested with the appropriate audience and delivery system?

	REVIEW TIPS:

Pilot Test Indicators:
· Appropriate for intended audience?

· Appropriate for intended delivery system?

· Valid and reliable results?

· Does curriculum have supporting documentation reflecting measurable level of usefulness with intended audience?

· Does curriculum identify supporting documentation of measurable life skill/subject matter outcomes by pilot participants?


*Curriculum Standards for County materials

Proposed Revisions by Florida 4-H Life Skills Focus Team, November 2006


